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ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP NOTE

Welcome to Act I our 2024 Season – we are thrilled to kick off our 
season with Casey and Diana, a powerfully moving play that takes 
place right up the street from this theatre. Casey and Diana is set at 
Casey House – Canada’s first-free standing AIDS hospice, providing 
care and comfort to clients diagnosed with and dying of AIDS. In 
1991, as this devastating epidemic was reaching its peak, Casey House 
received a historic visit from Diana, Princess of Wales. Playwright 
Nick Green, who’s previously written about other queer history in 
Toronto including the queer magazine Body Politic and the Gay Pride 
march, takes us back to this time through an historic moment in time 
between caregivers, advocates, a princess, and people dying of AIDS. 
A moment that helped reshape the course of the AIDS pandemic by 
providing hope, challenging stigmas, and uniting a community.  We’re 
thrilled to bring this highly anticipated play here to Toronto after its 
sold out run at the Stratford Festival.
 
Next up in this season is the world premiere, De Profundis: Oscar 
Wilde in Jail, adapted by Gregory Prest, with original music and 
lyrics by Mike Ross and Sarah Wilson. Another play looking at queer 
history – through the lens of Oscar Wilde’s letter he wrote to Lord 
Alfred Douglas while in jail for “gross indecency”. Called ‘the greatest 
love letter ever written’ it’s a bold and sexy take on Oscar Wilde: the 
wit, the poet, the playwright, the man who, in his own words, awoke 
the imagination of his century. In the title role is one of our country’s 
brightest stars, Damien Atkins. I encourage you to come back to 
experience it. 

We’re so proud of our 2024 season - an ambitious season filled with 
powerful works by celebrated Canadian writers and reimagined 
classics by acclaimed international creators. You’ve likely heard about 
our next production: the highly anticipated take on Chekhov’s Three 
Sisters by Inua Ellams. Set in 1960s Nigeria, this co-production with 
Obsidian Theatre features an all-star cast - book your tickets now for 
what’s sure to be a memorable theatrical event.   

Make sure you check out all we have in store for you this season at 
Soulpepper.ca. We can’t wait to welcome you back.

GIDEON ARTHURS
E x e c ut i ve  D i r e c t o r,

S o u l p e p p e r  T h e a t r e  C o mp a ny

WE YNI MENGESHA
A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r,

S o u l p e p p e r  T h e a t r e  C o mp a ny
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CREATIVE NOTE

NICK GREEN
Wr it e r ,  C a s e y  a n d  D i a n a

Recently, I was inspired by an interview I did for With Dignity, the 
brilliant podcast written by Pippa Johnstone for Soulpepper about 
the history of Casey House. I was talking with Bree Fitzgerald, the 
granddaughter of June Callwood, about June’s son Casey Frayne. He 
died at age 20 after being hit by an impaired driver. It’s a tragic, painful 
story. In our interview, Bree suggested that likely June naming the house 
after him was an act of honouring his memory, and also perhaps an act of 
beaconing a shared experience with those who walk in the door; sudden 
and irreconcilable loss; senseless devastation; injustice; deep deep pain; 
and… what? The very deepest kind of sadness? Words fail.

Prior to the start of rehearsals for this production, I tried to write a new monologue. 
Interviews for the podcast, such as the one with Bree, were weighing heavily on me. When 
I spoke with Nancy Roe-Lucier, she told me about the loss of her father who was at Casey 
House on the day that Diana visited, and the ways that shame and prejudice impacted his 
life. In another interview, Michael Oscars played old videos of DQ events, laughing with 
joyful nostalgia before soberly pointing out the vast majority of men who didn’t live to 
participate in the event the following year. I listened back to those and other accounts of the 
times, hearing voices tremble under the weight of emotions still so close to the surface, and I 
wrote. 

Thomas stands center stage, nearly crumbling. “What is the word for this feeling?” he asks. 
There’s no answer. “It’s Casey. This house isn’t named after someone’s son. The name Casey 
means sudden, tragic, inexplicable and total loss. It means a loss that’s wasteful and that 
you can’t even understand. Casey is the numbness when the sadness runs out. Casey is 
the unfairness the fucking unfairness, the pulsing silence and the bottomless abyss and the 
irreversibility of it all. This is a house full of Casey.”

I brought it to Sean and he was brilliant, naturally, and I was feeling pretty convinced. But 
then thinking about it in the context of this amazing true story, the awe-inspiring memories 
of kindness and transformation that had also been shared with me over the last seven years, 
the work that Casey House has done and continues to do today, I realized that it was all 
wrong. The word Casey means not being alone when you need people the most. Casey is the 
meeting point of fear and comfort, pain and compassion, loss and love. Casey is trying to 
make someone’s life a bit better, even when that seems totally impossible. Casey is a hand to 
those facing feelings that words fail to describe. 

I am so grateful this story came into my life, to those who helped me with it, and to you 
for coming to watch it. Above all I’m grateful to Casey House and all of those who came 
together and gave themselves, and continue to give today. May we all have Casey when we 
need it. May we all strive to give Casey to others. 
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DIRECTOR NOTE

The book Sanctuary by Patrick Conlon came out in early 1991, 
some months before the big visit on October 25 of that same year. It 
documented the early years of Casey House and how unusual it was as 
a hospice. Among its more painful distinctions: the average age of its 
clients was well under forty. 

In one of its chapters, Jane Darville – executive director of the facility 
starting in 1990 – says of Casey House’s decor: “Maybe in another year 
I won’t like the grey walls...I don’t know. I keep thinking this is the way 
hospices should be…an aura of calmness. And I become calm. I’ve tried 
to analyze it, but I don’t have an answer.” And yet, earlier in her account, 

she provides a clue to her own riddle. She says: “It’s very grey and tricky, dying.” Is there some 
comfort to be found in walls that reflect the journeys they’re containing? Or did those grey 
rooms quietly comfort their occupants (be it clients, nurses or visiting lovers, friends and 
family): “Remember, it’s ok for this to be messy, nuanced and maybe in between things we 
fully understand.”

In our return to the play this January, I’m reminded of how astutely Nick Green has 
observed the mess that human beings make when they decide (or can’t help but decide) 
that relationships matter. Casey House emerged in a Toronto wherein people succumbing 
to AIDS could be found languishing in hospital rooms where all other furniture had been 
pushed up against the walls, where meals were left outside their door by fearful staff, where 
signage would make anyone think twice about paying a visit, let alone bathing or toileting 
the person facing their final days. Many people with HIV and AIDS, at this time, died a 
social death before their physical one. Casey House was the stuff of intervention, as if to say: 
you are not going to die alone in this city. Death, at Casey House – and a death specifically 
precipitated by AIDS – was going to be a relational process. Defiantly so.

Val, a hospice nurse who informed the original development of this production, said “The 
story of our death, just like our birth, is always left to someone else to tell.” Casey House 
ensured that those dying of AIDS would be cared for, witnessed, and remembered. That their 
life stories would matter and leave a trace. This play emerges from that promise and keeps 
me dreaming about how much life happened in that house, how much colour and humour, 
heartbreak and love bounced off those grey backgrounds. I don’t know if it’s the stuff of calm, 
necessarily, but it does reassure me. It reaffirms for me what compassion and kindness can do 
in the face of what’s unsolvable about this world, and living in it. It’s an honour to bring this 
story to its ‘home city’, to collapse the distance in some small way between the past and now, 
to activate memory and legacy. And to encounter, anew, what’s wonderful about the hard and 
human grey. 

Andrew Kushnir
D i r e c t o r,  C a s e y  a n d  D i a n a
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CAST & CREATIVE TEAM

Running Time:  
2 hours and 30 minutes  
with one intermission

Cast

Nick Green
Writer

Andrew Kushnir 
Director

Joshua Quinlan  
Set & Costume Deisgner

Louise Guinand 
Lighting Designer

Debashis Sinha
Sound Designer & Composer

Michael Hart
Stage Manager 

Sam Hale 
Assistant Stage Manager

Geoff Scovell
Fight Director

Martha Farrell 
Dialect Coach

Bob White
Dramaturg

Beth Russell
Stratford Festival Casting Director

Creative Team

Chris Blanchenot
Scenic Painter

Paul Boddum
Head Scenic

Greg Chambers
1st Props Builder/Buyer 
 
Allan Cooke 
Prosthetics Artist

Andy DeVries 
Head Carpenter

Erin Halls
Stitcher/Sewer 

Ellie Koffman
Head of Wardrobe

Brooke Logie
Dresser 

Lisa Nighswander
Head of Props

Kalina Popova
Assistant Head of Wardrobe

Jacqueline Robertson-Cull
Head of Wigs

Ethan Robinson
Lighting Operator

Bill Stahl
1st Carpenter

Mike Susz
Deck Hand

Production

Sean Arbuckle 
Thomas

Laura Condlln 
Pauline

Katherine Gauthier 
Diana

Linda Kash
Marjorie

Davinder Malhi
Andre

Sophia Walker
Vera

Produced by permission of the Playwright and Marquis Literary (Colin Rivers) www.MQlit.ca

Casey and Diana was originally commissioned by the Stratford Festival, Ontario, Canada.
Antoni Cimolino, Artistic Director & Anita Gaffney, Executive Director.
The premiere production opened on June 1, 2023 at the Stratford Festival Studio Theatre.

Casey and Diana  
is generously supported by: 

The CASEY AND DIANA team wish to say thank you to Krystin Pellerin, Cassie Westbrook, Katriona Dunn, Barbara Mortonne-Sanchez,  
Lilian Gibson, Marcus Nance, Ken Harvey, Harrison Brown, Lisa McDonald, Joanne Simons, Gloria Murrant, Jim Donovan, Jane Darville,  
Erika Epprecht, Nancy Roe-Lucier, Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld, Linda Rapson, Michael Oscars, Guy Bethell, Bree Fitzgerald, Pippa Johnstone,  
June Callwood, Richard Silver, Colin and Lynn Green, J.P. Bevilacqua and Evan Reid.
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CASEY AND DIANA - STR ATFORD FESTIVAL PRODUCTION TEAM

Tristan Goethel  
Technical Director,Studio Theatre 
  
Andrew Mestern 
Technical Director, Scenic Construction

Sean Hirtle 
Scene Shop Manager  
 
Andrew Clemens
Associate Technical Director  

Michael Walton                       
Head of Design

CS Fergusson-Vaux  
Design Coordinator    

Miranda Forbes
Production Administrator
 
Christin Bossenberry 
Administrative Assistant

Kimbra Young
Technical Management Assistant

Greg Lamure, Dirk Newbery, 
Mike Peleshok, James Thistle
Transportation

PRODUCTION STAFF FOR THE STRATFORD FESTIVAL

Dona Hrabluk
Head of Properties

Duncan Johnstone
Head Scenic Artist

Ryan Flanagan
Head Carpenter

Michelle Barnier
Costume Director

Kimberly Catton, Caitlin 
Luxford, Dana Osborne
Heads of Wardrobe

Tracy Frayne 
Head of Wigs and Makeup 

Stratford Festival scenic carpenters and wigs and make-up attendants are members of Local 357 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE), and scenic artists are members of IATSE Local 828. 

The original scenery, props, costumes and wigs for this production were fabricated by the artisans 
of the Stratford Festival, including:
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BACKGROUND NOTES

The Story of Casey House
A welcoming place to die with dignity 
free from judgement
Casey House was founded by a group of intrepid 
volunteers led by activist and journalist June 
Callwood, as Canada’s first stand-alone facility for 
people living with HIV/AIDS, and Ontario’s first 
free-standing hospice. The doors first opened in 1988 
during the height of the AIDS epidemic, in close 
proximity to Toronto’s Gay Village. At that time, 
people living with HIV were typically ostracized 
from family and friends, and were often left to die 
alone. In contrast, Casey House believed their 
clients deserved dignity, compassion and respect. 
The first client was greeted with a warm hug, it was 
the first time he had been touched in months. This 
approach was emulated by Princess Diana during her 
iconic visit to Casey House on October 25, 1991 in a 
photo seen around the world; the princess touching 
someone living with HIV. 

Leaders advancing HIV health care 
As medical advances improved HIV treatment and 
outcomes, Casey House has evolved and grown 
from a hospice into a specialty hospital providing 
ground-breaking care to people living with and at 
risk of HIV. In 2017, they moved across the street 

into a light-filled 58,000 sq. ft. facility. Just as in 
their first home, they provide a community and 
sense of belonging that connects people to care 
they may not have been able to access elsewhere. As 
leaders advancing HIV health care, they offer new 
services to meet the changing and complex needs 
of clients. In addition to a 14-bed inpatient unit for 
people requiring 24/7 medical care, there is a robust 
outpatient program for people who can benefit from 
a range of health services and social supports. The 
clinical team builds relationships through a harm 
reduction approach, and in 2021, opened Ontario’s 
first hospital-based supervised consumption service 
for clients who use substances. Building on a legacy 
of advocacy and social justice, they actively dismantle 
barriers to care and safe living. The humanity of each 
client is at the heart of everything they do.

As a show of support for the client-centred care the 
hospital provides, please consider donating to  
Casey House Foundation at caseyhouse.ca or by 
scanning the QR code:

Photo Credits to Doublespace Photography. Article originally published in the Stratford Festival 2023 playbill for CASEY AND DIANA.
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SEAN ARBUCKLE SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana. OTHER THEATRE: 21 
seasons at Stratford including Frankenstein Revived, Richard III, Serving Elizabeth, 
Guys and Dolls, Cabaret, Three Sisters, Pirates of Penzance, The Neverending Story, 
42nd Street, Trojan Women, Titus Andronicus, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?; 
London Road (Canadian Stage); The Immigrant (Harold Green); Othello (Segal 

Centre); Phѐdre (A.C.T.); The Winter’s Tale (Shakespeare Theatre); Copenhagen (US national tour). 
FILM & TELEVISION: Mayday; Murdoch Mysteries; Defiance; 12 Monkeys. OTHER: Sean earned his 
graduate diploma in Immigration and Citizenship Law from Queen’s University during lockdown.

LAURA CONDLLN is a critically acclaimed actor who has originated roles in 
Canadian premieres and interpreted classic roles in theatres across the country. 
She has spent 15 seasons with the Stratford Festival, and performed with 
companies including Mirvish, Musical Stage Company, Soulpepper, Tarragon, 
Crow’s, Canadian Stage, NAC, Manitoba Theatre Centre, Segal Centre, Necessary 

Angel, The Grand, Globe Theatre and Theatre Aquarius. Laura is a multiple Dora Award nominee, and 
a grateful two-time Toronto Theatre Critics Award winner for Best Actress, (2018 and 2016: Fun 
Home, Mirvish/Musical Stage Company and Enemy of the People, Tarragon). She is thrilled to be 
returning to Soulpepper with Casey and Diana.

MARTHA FARRELL was raised in PEI and New Brunswick, the traditional territory of 
the Mi’kmaq people. SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana OTHER THEATRE: She 
was a member of the Stratford Festival’s acting company for nine seasons and has 
worked in theatres across the country. OTHER: Martha has been furthering her craft 
of teaching and coaching through the Stratford Festival’s Professional Development 

Program, mentored by Janine Pearson. 2024 marks her fourth season on the Stratford Festival’s 
coaching team and her fifth year of teaching voice for the Shakespeare in Performance: Voice and 
Text Course, in connection with five participating universities.

KATHERINE GAUTHIER is thrilled to be back working at Soulpepper, one of her 
favourite artistic homes. SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana. Katherine is an 
award-winning actor, creator and writer, working on some of Canada’s most 
venerated stages such as the Shaw Festival, Arts Club Theatre, Théâtre La Seizième 
and over a dozen productions at Soulpepper. She has received three Dora Award 

nominations (including Outstanding Performance Female), one My Entertainment World Award 
nomination (Outstanding Performance Female), two Jessie Award nominations (including 
Outstanding Lead Performance) and recently won Hamburg Film Award’s Best Actress Award for her 
work in the film Albatross. A graduate of Nightwood’s WriteFromTheHip program and the Soulpepper 
Academy, Katherine just completed her fifth season at the Shaw Festival as the lead in the world 
premiere of Edith Wharton’s lost play Shadow of a Doubt directed by Peter Hinton-Davis. While not 
acting in film, television or on stage, Katherine continues to develop and create her own work, 
including the plays Meeting and Memento Mori, as well as, completing post-production on two of 
her short films, including the Cayle Award winning film Age of Consent. Her film credits include The 
Boys (Amazon), Albatross (Harbourview Pictures), Saving Hope (CTV), The Strain (FX), Running with 
Violet (OutTV), Deep Six (Lengyel) and Deep Space (Lengyel). 

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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NICK GREEN is a Dora Award-winning playwright in Toronto. SOULPEPPER 2024: 
Casey and Diana (Soulpepper Debut). OTHER THEATRE: Casey and Diana (Stratford 
Festival of Canada); Dr Silver (book, South Coast Repertory Theatre, in dev.), Every 
Day She Rose (co-written with Andrea Scott, Nightwood Theatre); Happy Birthday 
Baby J (Shadow Theatre); In Real Life (book, Canadian Music Theatre Projects, Tom 

Hendry Award Winner); Dinner with the Duchess (Next Stage); Body Politic (lemonTree Creations/
Buddies in Bad Times, Dora Mavor Moore Award Winner, Outstanding New Play); Fangirl (book, 
Musical Stage Company); Living the Dream (book, Canadian Music Theatre Projects), Poof! The 
Musical (Capitol Theatre, Sterling Award Nomination); and Coffee Dad, Chicken Mom, and the Fabulous 
Buddha Boi (Guys in Disguise, winner of 3 Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Awards). OTHER: Nick is the 
creator of The Social Distancing Festival, an international pandemic project that led to him being 
named one of “Ten Canadian Heroes who have used arts and culture to get us through the pandemic” 
by the CBC.

 LOUISE GUINAND SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana. FOR SOULPEPPER: Lighting 
Designer for the inaugural season 1998 (Don Carlos and The Misanthrope) and over 
30 shows including Hamlet (2004); Our Town (Inaugural production at the Baillie 
Theatre 2006); Leaving Home (2007); Of the Fields, Lately (2009); Waiting For the 
Parade (2010); White Biting Dog (2011). OTHER THEATRE: Over 600 shows at 

theatres across Canada and in the U.S. including Stratford, Shaw, NAC, Canstage, Grand, Citadel 
and Western Canada Theatre. OTHER: A graduate of National Theatre School and a member of 
ADC659.

SAM HALE SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana. FOR SOULPEPPER: Detroit: Music 
of the Motor City (2023) Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (2018); Picture This, Riverboat 
Coffee House: The Yorkville Scene (2017); Parfumerie (2015). OTHER THEATRE: 
Casey and Diana, All’s Well That Ends Well, Death and the King’s Horseman, Little 
Shop of Horrors (Stratford Festival); Prodigal, The Home Project, Casimir & 

Caroline, The Wolves, Entrances & Exits, The Glass Menagerie, 52 Pick Up (The Howland Company); 
Jerusalem, Mr. Burns (Outside the March); Disgraced (Mirvish/Citadel/Hope & Hell); The Other 
Place, Hedwig and the Angry Inch (Talk Is Free), Angels in America (That Theatre Company).

MICHAEL HART SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana (Soulpepper Debut). OTHER 
THEATRE: 27 seasons at the Stratford Festival including Casey and Diana, Why We 
Tell The Story, The Rocky Horror Show, Little Shop of Horrors, The Tempest starring 
Christopher Plummer, The Importance of Being Earnest, The Duchess of Malfi, all 
three parts of The Swanne amongst others, Fall On Your Knees (Canadian Stage/

Neptune/NAC/Grand), Angels in America (That Theatre Company). Michael has worked at various 
other theatres across Canada. He is honoured to be doing this beautiful play again. For Dad.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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LINDA KASH SOULPEPPER 2024: Marjorie in Casey and Diana. Other Theatre 
(selected): Casey and Diana (Stratford) Pollyanna (Theatre Aquarius) Light 
(Tarragon); Caroline, or Change (Musical Stage); Day After Day (Blue Bridges); Every 
Brilliant Thing (New Stages, director); Becoming Dr. Ruth (Harold Green). Film/TV/
Voiceover (selected): Fargo, Batwoman, Seinfeld, Cinderella Man, Philly Angel (for 

over 26 years), Hotel Transylvania, Thomas the Tank Engine, Fugget About It, Love It or List It 
(Director). Awards: Gemini, ACTRA, Canadian Comedy, L.A. Times. Teaching: Co-Founder of 
Peterborough Academy of Performing Arts. Co-Founder of Peterborough Academy of Performing 
Arts, Klusterfork, Wilfred Laurier University, Fleming College, Humber College. Online: lindakash.ca, 
klusterfork.com

ANDREW KUSHNIR is a director, playwright and activist who lives in Toronto. 
SOULPEPPER 2024: Director of Casey and Diana OTHER THEATRE: Recently directed 
Bad Roads (Crow’s Theatre), Encountering Ukraine (Stratford Festival Meighen 
Forum series), Casey and Diana (Stratford Festival), The Division (Tarragon/TMU). 
Andrew’s latest play The Division was produced in June 2023 at the Criminal 

Queerness Festival at Lincoln Center (NY). OTHER: Five of Andrew’s plays have been published -- 
two, most recently, in his and Khari Wendell McClelland’s anthology Moving the Centre 
(Talonbooks). In 2022, he created the We Support LGBTQ Ukraine Fund which, to date, has raised 
over $135,000 to help meet the needs of LGBTQ+ Ukrainians who have been internally displaced or 
trapped by war: lgbtukrainesupport.com. Andrew is the artistic director of the socially engaged 
theatre company Project: Humanity as well as the inaugural recipient of the Shevchenko Foundation 
REACH residency prize.

DAVINDER MALHI SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana (Soulpepper Debut). OTHER 
THEATRE: Casey and Diana (Stratford Festival); No Big Deal (Roseneath Theatre); 
rihannaboi95 (YPT); Concord Floral (Canadian Stage) FILM AND TV: Fellow Travellers 
(Showtime). OTHER: Davinder runs Saawan Collective with collaborator Sanskruti 
Marathe. Saawan Collective focuses on creating space for South Asian stories and 

they are currently developing their first full-length play, “choti choti batain”, with Pleaides Theatre. 
Davinder would love to thank his family, friends, and the wonderful team at 10 Talent.

JOSHUA QUINLAN was born and raised in Oshawa, ON. SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey 
and Diana. OTHER THEATRE: Casey And Diana, Every Little Nookie (Stratford 
Festival); Uncle Vanya, The Master Plan (Crow’s Theatre); Yerma (Coal Mine); The 
Sound of Music, The Music Man (TIP); Little Shop of Horrors (CTPH); Wrong For Each 
Other, The Drawer Boy (PSFT); An Enemy of the People, Don Giovanni, Stupid 

F*cking Bird (OSU). OTHER: MFA Theatre – Design, The Ohio State University; BA Honours Drama, 
University of Windsor. Siminovitch Protégé Designer, Dora Award Winner. joshuaquinlan.com

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

GEOFF SCOVELL SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana. FOR SOULPEPPER: Black 
Drum. OTHER THEATRE: 12 Seasons at the Stratford Festival, Supervising Fight 
Director and Associate. Bengal Tiger... (Crow’s Theatre); Peter and…, Sweet Charity, 
Cyrano (Shaw); Don Giovanni, War and Peace (COC). Film/TV Stunts (selected): Over 
100 Film and TV credits including: The Boys (four seasons), See, FUBAR, Reacher, It 

Chapter Two, X-Men: Dark Phoenix, Schitt’s Creek, Ginny & Georgia, Suicide Squad, 12 Monkeys, 
Total Recall. Training: Supreme Fight Master Elite Level 3. BFA, Ryerson University. Awards: SAG 
nomination, Best Stunt Ensemble, 2021, 2023. Online: @GeoffScovell. 

DEBASHIS SINHA was born and raised in Winnipeg, Manitoba. SOULPEPPER 2024: 
Casey and Diana, A Streetcar Named Desire. FOR SOULPEPPER: Around the World in 
80 Plays audio plays: Death and the King’s Horseman; Hayavadana, A Streetcar 
Named Desire, Mother’s Daughter, Wedding At Aulis, Idomeneus, The Just, Happy 
Place, Eurydice. OTHER THEATRE: world premieres and productions at Stratford 

Festival, Shaw Festival, Why Not Theatre, Volcano Theatre, Theatre Passe Muraille, Peggy Baker 
Dance Projects and others. Film and Television: 21 Black Futures (sound design); Station 11 (music 
coordinator) Other: 2023 Louis Applebaum Composer’s Award Laureate; multiple Dora awards incl 
Outstanding Achievement in Design, Opera Division. 

SOPHIA WALKER was born in Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2024: Casey and Diana. 
FOR SOULPEPPER: Blood Wedding; Jitters; The Heidi Chronicles. OTHER THEATRE: 
Our Place (Cahoots @ Theatre Passe Muraille); Just to Get Married, Gem of the 
Ocean (Shaw Festival); An Ideal Husband, To Kill A Mockingbird, The Merry Wives of 
Windsor, Private Lives (Stratford Festival); The Bridge (2b/Neptune Theatre); Mary’s 

Wedding (Blyth Festival); Ruined (Obsidian Theatre) FILM & TELEVISION: The Marsh King’s Daughter, 
Handmaid’s Tale, The Mayor of Kingstown, Star Trek: Strange New Worlds, Designated Survivor, The 
Divide, Born to be Blue, Carmilla, The Last Man, and Shadowhunters.

BETH RUSSELL Casting director for the Stratford Festival, 16th season. Broadway 
and West End: As Senior Vice President, Casting and Creative Development for 
Livent, Beth was responsible for productions including Parade, Ragtime, Candide, 
Show Boat, and Kiss of the Spider Woman; as well as productions of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Show Boat, Sunset Boulevard, Aspects of Love, 

and The Phantom of the Opera in Canada, the United States, Australia, Singapore and Hong Kong. 
Elsewhere: Co-Producer of CBC-TV’s Triple Sensation, National Casting Director for CBC Radio Drama 
and Artistic Associate for Toronto Arts Productions (now Canadian Stage). Also, as an agent, Beth has 
represented actors, directors, choreographers, writers, and composers.

Soulpepper Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres and engages  
professional ar tists who are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the terms of  
the jointly negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement.
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PRODUCTION SPONSOR

Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666

BOOK
NOW

ON STAGE
STARTING

FEB 1

WORLD PREMIERE

DE PROFUNDIS:
OSCAR WILDE IN JAIL
ADAPTED AND DIRECTED BY GREGORY PREST
ORIGINAL MUSIC & LYRICS BY MIKE ROSS, 
AND SARAH WILSON

Soulpepper's free 
25 & under program
We live in a country with a rich and deep appreciation 
for arts and culture, and we’re committed to fund programs 
that enable Canadians of all means and backgrounds 
to enjoy the very best.

PROUD PRESENTING SPONSOR OF



1 3

Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

Untitled-1   1 2022-03-18   2:50:24 PM

With Dignity
The story of Casey House
A 4-part podcast that delves into the 
incredible stories behind this iconic 
Toronto institution. Casey and Diana 
playwright Nick Green hosts, 
welcoming a variety of guests who 
have been part of the organization's 
decades-long journey. 

LISTEN NOW

Search for With Dignity: The Story of Casey House
on Spotify, Apple Podcast, or SoundCloud.
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Corporate &  
Foundation Supporters 

$300,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*

$125,000 - $299,999
The Catherine and  Maxwell  
   Meighen Foundation  
The Hilary and Galen Weston 
   Foundation 
RBC Foundation*
Scotia Wealth Management *

$75,000 -$124,999
BMO Financial Group*
CIBC *
George Cedric Metcalf Charitable     
   Foundation
Sun Life Financial*
TD Bank Group*

$25,000 -$74,999
Canada Life* 
The Keg Spirit Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation 
Polar Asset Management   
   Partners*
Toronto Raptors

$10,000 -$24,999
Azrieli Foundation
Kingsdale Advisors
The Joan & Clifford Hatch 
Foundation*
The Polar Foundation
Middlefield Resource Funds*
1 anonymous supporter of   

   Soulpepper 
$5,000 - $9,999
Anako Foundation
Boyden Global Executive Search 
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation
The Browning Watt Foundation*
Community One Foundation
The Patrick & Barbara Keenan    
  Foundation*
Pitblado Family Foundation*
Meridian Credit Union
Morgan Meighen & Associates* 
National Bank of Canada 
Tricon Residential 
1 anonymous supporter  
  of Soulpepper

Up to $4,999
The Henry White Kinnear   
   Foundation*
Jackman Foundation*
The Norman & Margaret Jewison  
   Foundation*
The Racioppo Family Foundation
Wawanesa Insurance
The Kit Skelly Foundation
Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Individual Supporters 

Major Gifts  
$100,000+
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
The Estate of Susan 
Brenninkmeyer
The Estate of Ivan Elkan*
Gary & Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka*

$50,000 $99,999
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Kathleen & Bill Troost* 
 
Artistic Directorʼs Circle  
$25,000 – $49,999
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Kevin & Roger Garland*
Melissa Kennedy
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
  & Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle 
$10,000 – $24,999 
Marilyn & Charles Baillie* 
Salah Bachir & Jacob Yerex
Alex Besharat
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson* 
The Estate of Eva Marie Green
Jim Fleck*
Sonny Goldstein  
   & Dr. Betty Rozendaal
Dana Lafarga*
Sanjay Nakra 
James and Sandra Pitblado*
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée 
Yasmin Warsame

Heart & Soul 
$5,000 – $9,999
Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+   
Melissa Clarke
Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Beverley Flynn 
Robert & Julia Foster
Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim 

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS

DONORS
 
Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government  
agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.  
 
Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment  
of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION  
VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate CALL: 416 203 6264 x 145 EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca
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Nona Macdonald Heaslip
Kiessling/Isaak Family* 
Nancy Jain
Sheena Macdonald & Phil 
Schmitt*
John & Kay McKellar*
Jacqueline Moss
Maja Neable
Helen Sinclair * 
Sally Wright*
Janet & Bill Young*

Curtain Club  
$2,500 – $4,999
Harry Arthurs 
Elspeth Bowler*
Martha & George Butterfield*
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Denise Donlon*
Shira Hart*
Robin Heintzman  
   & Gordon Currie*
Kent James
Christopher Lee  
   & Paula Mosbrucker
Donald & Lorraine Loeb*
Sue and Biff Matthews 
Daniel McCarthy*
Jim & Sylvia McGovern 
Anil Mohan
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Martha Tory
Alan Walker*

Benefactor 
$1,000  – $2,499  
Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen* 
Alexandra Baillie
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Michelle Beveridge+
David & Patti Bragg*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Bill Douglas*
L. Drake
Charmain Emerson
Russell & Carol Finch*
Steve & Mariann Geist*
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes* 
Jamie Goad
Sari Goldenberg*
Kamala Jean Gopie

Mark & Catherine Graham
Mary Hallward 
The Estate Of Brenda Mary Hamer
Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill 
Dominique Hussey  
Elaine Kierans 
   & Shawn McReynolds* 
Diane King*
Jean Kitchen*
Anne Layton* 
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
In Memory of Elizabeth Maynes
Kit and Barbara Moore* 
Alice Morgan 
David & Barbara Payne
Ed & Cindy Nowina*
Mazi Raz
Nick & Lynn Ross*
Ann Savege*
Andrew Scriver
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
In Memory of Roger  
   & Kathleen Savory*
Joseph & Fatima Tavana
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee* 
2 anonymous supporter of   
   Soulpepper

Friend 
$250 - $999 
Jacqueline Allard
Nancy & Albert Alexanian
Kerri Anderson
Wendy Balfour 
Carol Barber*  
Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Terry Bisset*
Anna Bolton
Shelley Boyes
Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*
William Broughton
Graham Brunke*
Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*
Brian Carr*
Edina Cavalli
Elizabeth Charal
Karen Cheah*
Claudia Colas

Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*
Bill Crothers*
Leslie Dan* 
Carol Dalgado
Mark & Rita Daniel*
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh
Patricia A. Elliot*
Steven Endicott 
Chris Elson
The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier*
Barbara Fingerote*
Graham & Silke Flint
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Penelope Fridman
Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
March Gregoroff
Joanne Grodzinski 
Zeljko Grukic
Doreen Gryfe* 
Rob Harper
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman* 
Joe Hoja
Clive Houseman
Susan & Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Ann Humphreys
Kishwar Iqbal
Alison Janzen
Alicia Jeffery
Judith John
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Robert Kee
Don & Francie Kendal*
Claire Kennedy
Mohamed Khaki
Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Maria Larina+
Dale Lawr*
V. Leapman
Victoria Lee
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner
Elizabeth Leonard
Linda Lewis
Martha Loewen
Oliver & Gillian Long* 
Larry Lubin*
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Gail MacNaughton 
Michèle Maheux
Joanna Martin
Kelly McDonald & Greg 
Sigurdson*
Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Linda McGuire
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Micheline McKay  
   & Richard Comparey* 
Mark McLean
Susan Moellers*
Margaret and Gary Mousseau
Dorothy Morari & James Mryglad*
Mary Jane Mossman & Brian 
Bucknall*
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Patricia O’Brien
Brian O’Leary* 
Ghazala Parvez and Frank 
Fuernkranz*
Ken Pearl
Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett* 
Diane Pitblado
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Stephen Uzielli & Robin 
Siegerman*
Alicia Rose
Catherine Seton
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed* 
Heather Shapero
Maureen Simpson & Almos 
Tassonyi
Phillip Silver
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith & Geri Kozorys-
Smith*
James Stuart
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
W. Michael Than*
Jan & Ken Thompson*
Doug & Gail Todgham*
Helene & Elliott Wahle 
Teresa Walsh
Joan & Robert Weppler

Greg Wilkie
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Joan Woodward
Hannah Wunsch
Mike Wren
Morden Yolles*
Gloria & Gordon Zive*
Elizabeth/Alon Pasternak/
Nashman
2 anonymous supporters  
  of Soulpepper

Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic  
and educational programming. 

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have 
generously arranged bequests to 
Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends  
  of Soulpepper 

Women Centre Stage
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra
Jaqui Parchment
Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris von 
Boetticher
Ed Sangmuah
Vinetta Strombergs
Lucinda Widdrington
Denise Zarn
The Pat &  

   Tony Adams Freedom Trust
Women Centre Stage  
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra
Roxana Tavana

If  we have erred in the spelling, listing 
or omission of your name, please 
accept our sincerest apologies and 
contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or 
development@soulpepper.ca  
so we may correct our records  
for future publications.

Individuals recognized for  
donations made between  
January 1, 2023 - December 31, 2023 

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years
 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors
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STRATFORD FESTIVAL BIO 

The Stratford Festival is North America’s leading repertory theatre company, set in picturesque 
Stratford, Ontario. Described by National Geographic Traveler as “nirvana for theatre fans,” 
the Stratford Festival presents a seven-month season of a dozen or more plays and a Forum of 
fascinating events, all designed to entertain, engage and enrich. The Festival brings together 
extraordinary Canadian and international artists to produce an eclectic variety of Shakespeare, 
large-scale musicals, newly commissioned works and classic comedy and drama, presented 
across four venues. Each year half a million people seeking unparalleled theatrical experiences 
come to Stratford, where they also find a thriving cultural destination offering fabulous 
accommodations and culinary experiences, unique boutiques and art galleries, and a host of 
entertainment options.

STR ATFORD FESTIVAL STAFF

David Auster 
Producer

Elissa Horscroft
Director of Production

Keith Barker                                 
Director of the Foerster Bernstein  
New Play Development Program

Jana Gordon 
Director of Advancement

Shelley Stevenson
Administrative Director 

Dawnette Baldeo
Director of Human Resources

Darryl Huras
Director of Finance

Michael Adams
Senior Director of Marketing and 
Audience Development 
 
Paula Muncaster Walker 
Director of Marketing

Ann Swerdfager
Publicity Director

Jason Miller
Creative Planning Director

Beth Russell
Casting Director

Ari Weinberg
Associate Casting Director

Jennifer Emery
Casting Assistant 

Bonnie Green
Associate Producer

Heather Cassels
Producing Coordinator

Hilary Nichol
Company Manager     

Beka Morrison 
Producing Assistant 

STRATFORD FESTIVAL STAFF

ANTONI CIMOLINO
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

ANITA GAFFNEY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
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SOULPEPPER ADMINISTR ATION

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the International  
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration

Nadia Kwiatkowski  
Executive Assistant  
to the Artistic Director 

Ece Aydin 
Executive Assistant  
to the Executive Director

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Joanna Falck  
Literary Associate

Frank Cox-O’Connell 
Baillie Fellow

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Annie Clarke  
Producer

Robyn Hoja 
Producer

Julia Carrano 
Associate Producer

Production

Jasmine Knox   
Senior Production Manager

Patricia Vinluan  
Production Manager 
 
Leslie Hernandez 
Technical Director

Nicholas Beardsley 
Assistant Technical Director

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director

Andy DeVries  
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Ellie Koffman  
Head of Wardrobe 
 
Kalina Popova 
Assistant Head of Wardrobe 

Alex Edwards  
Production Assistant 

Development

Adele Kei  
Development Coordinator

Marketing

Riaz Charania  
Director of Marketing

Ajay Patel 
Content Manager 
 
Nathan Schwartzberg 
Audience Relationship Manager 
 
Kara Austria  
Marketing Coordinator 
 
B-Rebel Communications 
Public Relations

Education & Community

Rohan Kulkarni  
Director of Education  
& Community Engagement

Ahlam Hassan  
Education Coordinator

Jacqui Arntfield  
Community Activator

Finance

Michelle Beveridge  
Director of Finance

Shishi Chen  
Payroll Coordinator

Nilsa Rivero  
Accounting Coordinator

Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 
Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Board of Directors

Robin Cardozo (Chair)
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang
Casey Chisick
Maureen Dodig
Denise Donlon
Charmain Emerson
Beverley Flynn
Roger Garland
Anil Mohan
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga
Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
James O’Sullivan
Alicia Rose
Martha Tory
Alan Walker
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YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADMINISTR ATION

All front of house staff – f loor captains, patron service representatives, baristas and ushers -  working for the Young Centre for 
the Performing Arts are represented by Local B-173 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
 
House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Senior Manager Of Patron & 
Operations Services

Tina Jones 
Manager Of Patron Services 
 
Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager

Micah Bucholtz 
Operation Services Coordinator

Kenzie Delo  
Emily Templeman 
Duty Managers 
 
Adrian Chevalier  
Shayna Linds
Chloe MacPherson 
Senior Patron Services 
Representatives

Max Ackerman 
Saumya Arora 
Adrian Chevalier 
Tushar Dalvi 
Nicholas Eddie 
Shayna Linds 
Riley Kelk 
Patron Services Representatives

Saumya Arora 
Peter Naccarato
Hilary Scott
Floor Captains

Max Ackerman
Ryan Bagley
Renee Christianson
Tushar Dalvi
Tavaree Daniel-Simms
Colleen Didur
Shaneill Floyd-Wlazlak
Jacqueline Goodfellow
Jeffrey Johnston 

Riley Kelk
Cassidy Marat
Alice Nguyen
Sarah Schmidt-McQuillan
Pasanun Songsaeng
Ushers

Jessica Wasserman 
Senior Café Associate 

Sarika Bapat  
Kirk Escriba 
Gautami Gangawane  
Maxwell Gemmell  
Shreya Khana 
Dev Mallick  
Yohannes Taye 
Yezhi Kuo 
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production 
 
Cole Vincent 
Building Operator

Niamh Cunningham-Closs 
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Gunes Agduk  
Andres Castillo-Smith 
Ethan Robinson 
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini 

Board of Directors 
 
John Chang  
Annie Clarke 
Rob Brouwer 
Luigi Ferrara 
Beverley Flynn 
Michael Herrera  
Nancy Prenevost

Thank You!

Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 
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SOULPEPPER SUPPORT ERS — WE GR AT EFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE T HE SUPPORT OF T HE FOLLOWING:

MUSIC SPONSOR

SOULPEPPER ACADEMY

SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

Pitblado Family
Foundation

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation



STEVE ROSS AND SEAN ARBUCKLE
IN LA CAGE AUX FOLLES. PHOTOGRAPHY BY TED BELTON.

PROUD
SEASON
PARTNER

THE 2024 SEASON
IS GENEROUSLY
SUPPORTED BY

OPHELIA LAZARIDIS.

STEVE ROSS AND SEAN ARBUCKLE
IN LA CAGE AUX FOLLES. PHOTOGRAPHY BY TED BELTON.

STEVE ROSS AND SEAN ARBUCKLE
IN LA CAGE AUX FOLLES. PHOTOGRAPHY BY TED BELTON.



ART OPENS MINDS.
Proud to support the storytellers who open our minds, 
inspiring us all to think bigger, together. That’s Enriched Thinking.®



THREE SISTERS
STARTING

FEB 29

BY INUA ELLAMS
AFTER CHEKHOV
DIRECTED BY MUMBI TINDYEBWA OTU

CANADIAN PREMIERE

A CO-PRODUCTION WITH OBSIDIAN THEATRE



STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE

SOUNDCLOUD.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666 
BOXOFFICE@YOUNGCENTRE.CA I SOULPEPPER.CA→

@SOULPEPPER

WE ARE GOING DIGITAL! 
ACCESS THE DIGITAL VERSION ONLINE  

PLE ASE CONSIDER  
RETURNING YOUR PLAYBILL  
TO AN USHER AS YOU E XIT  
THE THE ATRE. 

The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts  
acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land —the Mississaugas 
of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations. 
We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.

YOUTUBE.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE


